
 

SWITCH to Circular Economy Value Chains 

Transformative pilots in the ICT and Electronics value chain 

–FAQ– 

 

This frequently asked questions (FAQ) document aims to supplement the information 
provided in the Application Guidelines for the ICT value chain found here. 

 

What are the essential project criteria? 
 

• The lead applicant must be a European multinational company (MNC): a company 
with headquarters in one of the 27 EU Member States with majority-owned affiliates 
abroad, which are labelled controlled affiliated abroad.  

• Co-applicants must be suppliers to the lead applicant and be located in a non-G20 
country. 

• Actions must take place in a non-G20 country, with the exception of capacity building 
and/or exchange activities and awareness raising which may also take place within  
the European Union.   

• The proposed action must be in the ICT sector (specific ISIC codes can be found in 
the Guidelines for Applicants). 

• Actions must be relevant to integrating circular economy practices into the value chain 
in the ICT sector. (The application guidelines provide possible types of actions). 

 

What are the attributes of a desirable project? 
 

• A desirable project will score highly on the selection criteria in the Guidelines.  

• The contribution from SWITCH2CE is expected to be between € 1,000,000 to € 
1,100,000 maximum. 

• The applicant will be expected to provide at least 25% of the cost of the actions as 
co-financing.  “In kind” contribution of co-financing is allowed, including the cost of 
staff of the lead and co-applicants assigned to the project, reasonable overheads and 
associated costs.*  

• The initial planned duration of the pilot project should be between 2 and 3 years. 
 

• Applications that demonstrate a clear plan for scaling up activities beyond the pilot 
will be favoured. 

 

*Co-financing contributions can include cost of staff as well as direct investments in suppliers 

 

https://switchtocircular.eu/open-call/ict-electronics-value-chain


 

Will there be direct financial support (e.g. through direct investment in new technologies)? 
The support from the SWITCH project will entail the provision of technical and/or 
advisory services financed by the project. For example, support for the identification 
of relevant circular technologies for the selected value chain or training of your 
suppliers’ staff. Although no direct financial support in the form of transfers or funds 
will be provided, the SWITCH team will offer capacity building and technical assistance 
activities as well as assistance in finding suitable investment funding for the project, if 
needed. 

What support is provided by SWITCH? 
 

Applications that meet all criteria and are selected to be a part of the SWITCH project 
will be offered technical assistance and capacity building support. This type of support 
can cover a wide range of activities, including factory audits, technology needs 
assessments, training on circular concepts or promotion of public-private dialogue. 
Although no direct financial support in the form of transfers or funds will be provided, 
the SWITCH team will give advice on access to finance, including support with the loan 
application process and the development of business plans. 

 

What is the deadline for the application submission and how will the results be 
announced? 
 

The deadline to apply is 29 July 2022, 23:59 CET. If you would like to apply, please 
make sure to send the application and all required documentation to 
Switch2CircularEconomy@unido.org by this deadline. Applicants will be informed in 
writing of the selection committee’s decision concerning their application and the 
reasons for the decision. 

 

Who would be on the “independent panel” assessing the proposals? 
 

The independent panel is comprised of leading experts in the ICT value chain. All will 
have signed declarations of impartiality and confidentiality. 

 

Where must the lead applicant be based? 

The lead applicant must be a European multinational enterprise: a company with 
headquarters in one of the 27 EU Member States with majority-owned affiliates 
abroad, which are labelled controlled affiliated abroad; and either 

• Carry out at least one economic activity in the relevant ISIC categories and produce 
significant quantities of ICT products in a non-G20 country or  
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• Source raw materials or components which have been produced in a developing 
country or territory which is a non-G20 country. 

 

Where must co-applicants be based? 
 

Direct support (see “Nature of Support”) may only be provided to the suppliers (of both 

goods and services) to the lead applicant (an EU multinational enterprise) and only those 
whose primary place of business is in a non-G20 country. 

 

What are possible associated partners and where do they have to be located? 
 

Several different types of organizations are eligible as associated partners: 
subsidiaries, sister companies, parent companies, non- plastics suppliers contributing 
to project activities, intermediary organizations (e.g. service/knowledge providers); To 
be eligible as supporting party, associated partners also need to be based in a non-
G20 developing country. 

 

Could the EU-based applicant also be a group of MSME (Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises) applicants who can collectively match the funding? 

No. This is not possible. 

 

Will there be a forum to connect interested lead applicants to other organizations that 
could act as associated partner(s)? 

A matchmaking of applicants is not foreseen. 

 

Would projects that focus on substitution with (alternative) materials, biodegradability 
and/or manufacturing solutions be eligible? 
 

Yes, projects that aim at improving the environmental footprint, e.g. through the 
usage of an alternative material, are eligible for SWITCH support. 

 

Can a company registered in India, however operating in non-G20 countries, apply as a co-
applicant or be an associated party? 
 

Not as a co-applicant, but they can contribute to the project’s realization as an 
associated party as long as their involvement does not require SWITCH support. In 



 

order to qualify for support, the headquarters of co-applicants and associated parties 
must be in a non-G20 developing country. 

 

Would a software tool/platform for waste management be applicable? 
 

A software tool/platform for waste management would not be eligible in isolation for 
support under the project. The software tool/platform could be eligible if it is part of 
a broader project that fits within either of the value chains. 

 

Is there a similar project for G20 countries? 
 

Similar programmes exist under the Switch2Green project. Information can be found 
here. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.switchtogreen.eu/home/

